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The Four Marriages of Lady Zhongshun

Valére Gautier (France)
The lecture will be delivered in French.

Summary

This presentation explores the remarkable life and genealogical connections of Sanniangzi
(1550-1612), daughter of Zheheng Aga of the Waraqilagut Mongol tribe (Oirat). She first
married Altan Khan (1508-1582), a descendant of Genghis Khan, leader of the Tumet tribe,
and the first King of Shunyi under the Ming dynasty.

Following Altan Khan’s death, Sanniangzi was required, in accordance with the Mongolian
levirate tradition, to marry successively within the same ruling family: first her stepson, then
his son, and finally the grandson of her third husband. Her unusual marital history attracted
attention even in contemporary China, where it became the subject of comment and criticism.
The Ming emperor later granted her the title of Lady Zhongshun.

Through her four marriages, this paper sheds light on the complex intersections of genealogy,
dynastic politics, and marriage customs in the Mongol and Ming worlds of the sixteenth and
early seventeenth centuries.

Cv

Valérie Gautier is a well-known French genealogist. She served as President of the French
Federation of Genealogy from 2019 to 2024 and is Vice-President of the International
Confederation of Genealogy and Heraldry. She currently leads the Genealogy Observatory
within the European Karolus Institute and is the author of several books, including ABC of

Genealogy.
Ledi Zhongshun ketverios santuokos
Valére Gautier (Prancuzija)

PraneSimas bus skaitomas pranciizy kalba.
Santrauka

Siame pranesime nagrinéjamas i$skirtinis Sanniangzi (1550—1612) gyvenimas ir genealoginiai rysiai.
Ji buvo Zheheng Agos i§ Waraqilagut mongoly genties (oiraty) dukte. Pirmoji jos santuoka buvo su
Altan chanu (1508-1582) — Cingischano palikuoniu, Tumety genties vadovu ir pirmuoju Sunjio

karaliumi Mingy dinastijos laikais.

Po Altan chano mirties Sanniangzi, laikantis mongoly levirato paprocio, buvo priversta iStekéti uz keliy
tos pacios valdanciosios giminés vyry i§ eilés: pirmiausia uz savo posiinio, véliau uz jo siinaus, o
galiausiai uz treciojo vyro aniiko. Toks nejprastas jos santuokinis likimas sulauké atgarsio ir to meto

Kinijjoje. Véliau Mingy imperatorius jai suteiké ledi Zhongshun titulg.
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PraneSime, remiantis keturiy santuoky istorija, atskleidziamos sudétingos genealogijos, dinastinés
politikos ir santuokos paprociy sgsajos Mongolijos ir Mingy pasaulyje XVI-XVII a. sandiroje.

Cv

Valérie Gautier — Pranciizijos genealogé. 2019-2024 m. ji buvo Pranciizijos genealogijos federacijos
prezidenté, o $iuo metu yra Tarptautinés genealogijos ir heraldikos konfederacijos viceprezidenté.
Taip pat ji vadovauja Genealogijos observatorijai Europos Karolio institute ir yra keliy knygy, tarp jy
,Genealogijos ABC*, autoré.






